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BCC CAFE INC, SOUTHERN X-POSUR
BY Adam Rogers
SPORTS EDITOR
Marshall men’s basketball 
began its summer practice 
session last week and aside 
from roster changes every-
one knew about, its business 
as usual.
Or is it?
Herd hoops practicing 
during the summer is brand 
new thanks to the NCAA.
Last fall the governing 
body of  college athletics 
passed a rule that allows col-
lege coaches to spend two 
hours per week training and 
practicing with their players 
so long as the players are en-
rolled in summer school.
Head coach Tom Herrion 
and his staff  are using full 
advantage of  this new rule 
with two thirty minute of-
fensive skill sessions and a 
one-hour defense oriented 
practice session.
“This is one of  the best 
rules (the NCAA) have put in 
college basketball in 20 plus 
years, for me,” Herrion said. 
“Every school in the coun-
try has the same advantage, 
but what I’ve challenged this 
group with, especially since 
we started with this session 
last week, is for five weeks 
we have to utilize these five 
weeks better than any team 
in America, and we’ve started 
off  that way.”
“Its great man,” senior 
center Nigel Spikes said. “We’re 
getting all the new players in-
volved and they’re learning 
things early. This new rule (the 
NCAA) made is great. It gets 
us ahead of the game, (we) get 
ready for practice before prac-
tice even starts.”
With just two hours a week 
to work with, Herrion and 
company have quickly estab-
lished the focus this summer.
Defense.
“Last year our defense was 
second to last in conference, 
so this year we want to focus 
on defense,” redshirt junior 
guard DeAndre Kane said. 
“We’ve got to step our de-
fense up. Guarding the ball, 
picking the ball up full-court 
and pick-and-roll defense, 
so there’s a lot on defense 
we have to go over and he’s 
going to stress that a lot 
longer.”
Thundering Herd men’s hoops in summer form
HERRIONSee HOOPS | Page  5
Fun with science
Summer institute
BY Shane Arrington
EXECUTIVE EDITOR
While many of  their peers are 
spending their summers at the 
pool or playing X-box, over 100 
ninth-grade students from all 
across West Virginia took a break 
from the normal summer leisure 
activities to broaden their knowl-
edge and love of  science. 
Running from July 15-20, this 
year’s Fun With Science Health 
Science and Technology Academy 
(HSTA) Summer Institute intro-
duces young minds to the wonders 
of  various career opportunities in 
medicine. 
“We expose the kids to science 
experiments, what it means to be 
doctors, to be scientists,” David 
Cartwright, program director, said. 
They do lots of  fun activities. We not 
only introduce them to scientific 
principles and research techniques, 
but we also expose them to Mar-
shall as well. They get to stay in the 
dorms and check out various cam-
pus buildings and activities.”
HSTA operates in 26 counties 
in West Virginia. Its goal is to 
promote science in minority and 
underrepresented students. Cart-
wright said the key to making this 
happen is catching kids while they 
are young.
“The sooner we expose kids to 
science and math we think they 
better they are at choosing one of  
them for a career,” Cartwright 
said. “The way HSTA does this 
is actively keeping them engaged 
throughout high school. Ninety-
seven percent of  those students go 
on to college and complete their 
bachelors degree.”
It also helps that HSTA is com-
prised of  many students, who even 
at 14-years-old, know exactly what 
they want to do when they grow up. 
“I want to be a pediatric cardiol-
ogy,” Logan Kidd, a ninth-grader 
from McDowell County said seri-
ously. “When I was in the hospital 
I had a (heart) transplant. There 
was no one there that could even 
come close to knowing what I 
was going through. It makes it a 
lot easier if  you meet someone 
who’s gone through it and lived 
and I want to one day be that for 
someone – it’s a great motivator.”
Kidd and his fellow science lov-
ers have conducted a number of  
experiments during the camp, 
but he said one sticks out as his 
favorite. 
“I’ve learned so much so far,” 
Kidd said. “But the thing I’ve en-
joyed the most is suturing a pig’s 
foot.”
Which apparently was the 
favorite activity for multiple camp 
participants.
“Working with pig’s feet – cutting 
them up and sewing them back 
together was so interesting,” Sa-
mantha Maumbe, a ninth-grader 
from Morgantown. “I liked it the 
most because it was hands-on and 
not just another lecture.”
Participants in the Fun With 
Science Health Science  and 
Technology Academy (HSTA) 
Summer Institute suture pigs 
feet during a medical activity 
in the lobby of the Morrow 
Library at Marshall University on 
Tuesday, July 18. Over 100 kids 
from throughout West Virginia 
are participating in the annual 
program that runs from July 15-
20 this year. 
PHOTOS BY TYLER KES | THE PARTHENON
Science camp provides W.Va. 
kids hands-on science experience
See SCIENCE | Page  5
“ When I was in the hospital I had a (heart) transplant. There was no one there that could even come close to knowing what I was going through.”	 >	Logan	Kidd,	on	why	he	wants	to	be	a	pediatric	cardiologiest
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Summer Camp teaches kids 
to Lose the Training Wheels 
BY TYLER KES
NEWS EDITOR
While many Hun-
tington residents are 
enjoying the freedom the 
new bike lanes provide, 
one Marshall University 
summer camp is doing 
its best to put individu-
als with disabilities on 
the path to confidently 
riding bicycles.  
The Lose the Training 
Wheels summer camp is a 
national program that uses 
special bicycles in a con-
trolled environment to help 
the campers learn. 
Marshall’s camp is tak-
ing place at Huntington 
High School’s gymnasium. 
“This is really for kids 
with cognitive disabili-
ties,” Jarrod Schenewark, 
assistant professor of  
kinesiology at Marshall 
said. “Usually it’s Autism, 
Down syndrome, and 
some other disabilities 
out there we get kids from. 
They have a problem ei-
ther with their senses, 
being easily distracted, 
having a greater sense of  
fear of  being on a bicycle 
so they just don’t learn 
how to ride a bicycle ever 
in their life.  The whole 
idea really is to give those 
children the same sense 
of  freedom and opportu-
nities that a number of  
children in society have.”
The campers start on 
a specially designed bike 
with a roller on the back 
of  the bike, then move to-
ward riding a two-wheeled 
bicycle as they gain greater 
confidence in their new 
skill.  
Each day there are five 
75-minute sessions with 
seven campers in each 
session.
Each camper attends 
one session per day. 
The first bicycles were 
created by Dr. Richard E. 
Klein more than 20 years 
ago when he was work-
ing at the University of  
Illinois.
The first camp was 
opened in 1999, and has 
grown to more than 80 
camps across the country. 
This is Marshall’s sec-
ond year hosting the 
camp, and this year it is 
the only camp of  its kind 
in the state. 
The program came to 
Marshall when Sche-
newark and Gregg 
Twietmeyer, another 
professor in the kinesi-
ology department, were 
looking for ways to show 
their students real world 
applications of  their 
field. 
“One of the thoughts 
we’ve talked about a 
number of  times is how 
PHOTOS BY TYLER KES I THE PARTHENON
Campers in the Lose the Training Wheels summer camp use bikes with specially 
designed wheels until they feel comfortable using two-wheeled bikes. 
President Obama makes campaign stop in Austin
By Bobby Blanchard
DAILY TEXAN, U. TEXAS VIA UWIRE
President Barack Obama makes a 
campaign stop in Austin
In his third visit to Austin in as many 
years, President Barack Obama made 
two campaign stops to raise money, 
one at Austin Music Hall and a sec-
ond at the Four Seasons Residences.
At the Austin Music Hall, Obama 
spoke to a crowd of  more than 1000 
people, most of  whom paid $250 for 
tickets to the event. Although the 
LGBT Leadership Council hosted 
the fundraiser, the president did 
not mention same-sex marriage in 
his 35-minute speech. When talking 
about his first term’s accomplish-
ments though, he did remind the 
audience that he repealed the mili-
tary’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy.
In his speech, Obama talked about 
the goals of  his campaign, speaking 
primarily about the economy and 
helping the middle class.
“Our goal is to build an economy 
that lasts for everybody, for all peo-
ple,” Obama said. “I think what we 
need to do is continue pursuing the 
strategy that says ‘let us make an in-
vestment in American people.’” He 
criticized the theory of  trickle-down 
economy, saying he believes in “mid-
dle-out economics” and “bottom-up 
economics.”
The president also said he and Mitt 
Romney had fundamentally differ-
ent beliefs about the direction of  the 
country. Obama attacked Romney 
over his foreign investments. “Gover-
nor Romney’s main calling card is his 
business experience,” Obama said.
“If  you’re main experience is invest-
ing in companies that are pioneers of  
outsourcing, then that indicates we 
have different visions.”
Addressing college students in at-
tendance and the younger crowd, he 
referred to actions Congress took 
two weeks ago that prevented student 
loan interest rates from rising. “We 
got more work to do to bring down 
student tuition,” Obama said. “I am 
going to fight to get every young per-
son in this country an education.”
Regarding immigration, the presi-
dent spoke of  his policy preventing 
the deportation of  young immigrants 
who came to the U.S. before they 
turned 16.
“When you got young people in 
this country who have been raised in 
America and believe in America, then 
I want to give them a chance to suc-
ceed in America,” Obama said. “It is 
the right thing to do.”
President Barack Obama addresses students from the Osawatomie 
High School in Osawatomie, Kansas, on December 6, 2011.   
ANTHONY S. BUSH I THE CAPITAL-JOURNAL
SEE WHEELS I PAGE 5
The bicycles used in the Lose the Training Wheels program were created by Dr. Richard E. Klein, 
when he worked at the the University of Illinois. The first camp was held in 1999, after he retired.
Antibiotic-resistant gonorrhea spurs international concerns
By Anna Bellegante
IOWA STATE DAILY, 
IOWA STATE U. VIA UWIRE
Sexually active individuals 
need to be aware of  grow-
ing concerns in the medical 
field. The World Health Or-
ganization and Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention have issued an 
alert warning the public of  
increasing strains of  antibi-
otic-resistant gonorrhea.
According to the WHO 
website, an estimated 62 mil-
lion people around the world 
are infected with gonorrhea 
every year. A vast majority of  
those infected individuals do 
not show symptoms, caus-
ing the infection to spread 
easily among the worldwide 
population.
Health officials are con-
cerned that gonorrhea could 
be added to the list of  “in-
curable” infections to join 
diseases such as herpes and 
HIV/AIDS. Between 2006 
and 2011, the CDC saw a 
17-fold increase in the gon-
orrhea samples resistant to 
cephalosporins, which are 
currently the last line of  de-
fense against the sexually 
transmitted infection.
Dr. Kenneth Fife, an in-
fectious disease expert and 
professor of  medicine at 
Indiana U. Medical School, 
told ABC News there is an 
urgent need to research and 
develop new treatments for 
gonorrhea.
“A major component of  
the threat is that there really 
is no backup plan if  — most 
likely when — these more 
resistant organisms become 
more prevalent,” Fife said.
Antibiotic-resistant gon-
orrhea cases have been 
reported in Japan, United 
Kingdom, Australia, France, 
Sweden and Norway, accord-
ing to the Associated Press; 
however, it is likely that there 
are undetected cases in other 
countries. While the United 
States has not reported cases 
of  drug-resistant gonorrhea, 
the CDC has set up a surveil-
lance system.
Just because there are not 
any reported cases in the 
United States so far, Dr. Re-
becca Fritzsche of  Thielen 
Student Health Center said 
that is no reason to trivialize 
the severity of  the situation. 
She says that low or no 
reported statistics of  gonor-
rhea should not lure people 
into a false sense of  security.
“If  [antibiotic-resistant 
gonorrhea] happens to you, 
it’s 100 percent,” Fritzsche 
said. “We don’t want to go 
backwards and have more 
and more untreatable STI’s.”
Fritzshe went on to say 
that the purpose of  spread-
ing awareness is not to 
cause pandemonium but 
to inform the public so 
people can make informed 
decisions.
Symptoms of  gonorrhea 
include burning or painful 
urination, frequent urina-
tion, redness or swelling of  
the genitals, discharge and 
sore throat. Mothers can 
transmit the disease to 
their children, causing eye 
infections or even blindness 
in newborns. If  infection 
spreads to the bloodstream, 
fever, rash or arthritis-like 
symptoms may occur or it 
can even be fatal.
Prevention measures for 
drug-resistant gonorrhea 
include abstinence or using 
protection every time dur-
ing intercourse, limiting the 
number of  sexual partners 
and fully completing antibi-
otic treatments if  diagnosed 
with gonorrhea.
It is important to seek 
re-evaluation if  symptoms 
persist after completing the 
antibiotic regimen.
News briefs
Marshall professors receive 
Blackboard Catalyst Award
Huntington Community 
Day at Great American 
Ballpark this Sunday
This Sunday, Huntington area 
residents can see the Cincinnati 
Reds take on the Milwaukee 
Brewers at the Great American 
Ballpark at a discounted price. 
The event is sponsored by 
Newstalk 800 WVHU and 
the Reds.
Game time is 1:10 p.m.
The first 8,000 fans 14 years 
and younger will receive a 
Reds mini mascot set. 
Tickets can be purchased 
at www.reds.com/huntington, 
and must be purchased by 
Friday.
Dr. Laurie Ellison, an assi-
tant professor in the Graduate 
School of  Education and Pro-
fessional Development, and 
Paula Kaplan, Instructional 
Designer in Instructional 
Technlogy/Online Learning 
and Libraries received the 
Blackboard Catalyst awards.
The awards are given to 
teachers who’s courses  are 
technologically rich and well 
designed. 
More than 150 entries 
were submitted.
Family nature adventure 
at Shawnee State Park
This Saturday will be the 
last family nature walk at 
the Shawnee State Park in 
Portsmouth, Ohio. 
The event starts at 4 p.m. 
Families participating 
in the event are strongly 
encouraged to wear shoes, 
and be prepared to get 
dirty.
There will be plenty of  
walking across the park. 
BY JOANIE BORDERS
LIFE! EDITOR
Huntington’s newest ad-
dition to local eateries, 
Backyard Pizza and Raw Bar, 
will open its doors for dinner 
this week.
Having a soft open at the 
end of  June, Drew Hetzer, 
owner, has been serving cus-
tomers lunch Tuesday thru 
Saturday from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
This weekend Hetzer hopes 
to open the doors of  the 
new establishment a little 
longer to serve his unique 
handcrafted artisan pizzas 
and shellfish for the dinner 
crowd.
“A lot of  small business 
owners are anxious to get 
open, which I am myself  am 
as well, but one thing I see a 
lot of  people do is rush and 
open full force and you have 
to have some time to work out 
the kinks and fix any issues 
you may have in the kitchen 
or with service,” Hetzer said. 
“First impressions are ev-
erything, if  someone comes 
in and has a bad experience 
or poor service they will re-
member that when they think 
of  your restaurant.”
A unique combination of  
pizza and seafood, Hetzer 
did a lot of  research before 
forming his business plan. 
Sending out surveys to his 
target audience, he got an 
overwhelming response 
of  the combination of  the 
two.
With seasonal pizzas, 
Hetzer is now serving a 
Warren Pear pizza with 
wood fired pears, toasted 
walnuts and a blackberry 
balsamic reduction sauce 
based with olive oil. One 
of  the most popular pies 
Backyard offers is the 
Gladiator pie that has the 
sauce placed on top of  the 
cheese with a combination 
of  various meats that Back-
yard has to offer. 
The pizzas are crafted 
with, what Hetzer describes 
as New York and Califor-
nia style pizza dough, and 
all fresh ingredients that 
are prepared daily in the 
restaurant. 
“It has the elasticity of  a 
New York style dough with 
the chewy center but it also 
has the crispy edge and bot-
tom crust of  California 
style,” Hetzer said. “We ac-
tually had the wood fire oven 
imported from Italy.”
Located at 814 Fourth Av-
enue the former home of  
Chili Willis, Woody’s and 
most recently, Cabanas, the 
building has personal ties to 
Hetzer.
“This particular location 
caught my eye because I 
grew up here,” Hetzer said. 
“My mom worked here when 
it was Chili Willis for about 
nine years so I was familiar 
with the space.”
Being familiar with the 
space didn’t mean that Het-
zer didn’t have his work 
cut out for him. Using all 
the refurbished wood he 
could find, Hetzer and two 
friends did all of  the wood-
work in the restaurant 
themselves. The building is 
now the home of  tabletops 
with stripped oak trim that 
they stripped from bunk-
beds found at goodwill, 
chipboards that are stained 
and mining timbers used 
for décor and structure, all 
creating Hetzer’s backyard 
theme. 
“One thing that I decided 
was to try to relate to this 
area and the feel of  Hun-
tington,” Hetzer said. “A 
lot of  restaurants will open 
up and they try to do some-
thing different but I feel like 
the theme of  backyard and 
the woodwork that we’ve 
used fits the area the best. 
Also, we cook with a wood 
fire. It fits the Appalachian 
theme.”
The theme even carries 
into the kitchen where a 
wood fire grill is used to 
bake the pizzas. All of  the 
wood that Backyard Pizza 
is currently burning is re-
claimed cherry, maple and 
page designed and edited by JOANIE BORDERS  | borders9@marshall.edu
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Backyard Pizza and Raw Bar to open this weekend
PHOTOS BY TYLER KES
LEFT: Backyard Pizza and Raw Bar is located at 814 Fourth Avenue. MIDDLE: The interior of Backyard Pizza and Raw Bar is houses 
decor to resemble a Backyard vibe with Applachian inspiration. TOP RIGHT: All artwork displayed in Backyard Pizza and Raw Bar is made 
from local artists, including Marshall University printmaking professor, Peter Massing. All artwork is for sale. MIDDLE RIGHT: Drew 
Hetzer, owner of Backyard Pizza and Raw Bar, stands next to his wood fire oven. BOTTOM RIGHT: Workers enjoy a bite to eat for lunch.
hickory from construction 
sites. With the pizza oven in 
plain view guests can actually 
watch their handcrafted pizza 
being baked.
Hetzer, having worked at 21 
at the Fredrick among other 
establishments, is an accom-
plished bartender winning 
awards for his concoctions 
and mixology competitions. 
Hetzer said that he has over 
50 martini recipes that he 
calls his own and is working 
on his list of  special drinks 
for Backyard’s menu. Along 
with mixed drinks, Back-
yard’s bar will also consist 
of  a great deal of  craft beers 
with their house draft as 
Pabst Blue Ribbon, as well as 
a wine list. 
“I never really saw my-
self  being at an office job,” 
Hetzer said. “Just me per-
sonally, I think everyone has 
their niche and I feel like my 
niche is in the food industry 
and interacting with the 
public.”
Proud of his city, Hetzer said 
that he hopes that the people 
of  Huntington and it’s visitors 
see how much the city really 
has to offer.
“Some people that live 
here don’t really see any-
thing special but there is a 
whole lot of  potential for 
this town and when people 
come in from out of  town I 
want people to really see and 
be inspired by the type of  
people that we have, because 
its something special,” Het-
zer said.
Above all Hetzer said that 
he hopes that people will leave 
Backyard Pizza and Raw Bar 
with full stomachs, an en-
joyment of being catered to 
and a sense of the heart of  
Huntington.
Joanie Borders can be 
contacted at borders9@mar-
shall.edu. 
Thursday
n The Whipps-Pullman Concert 
Series-FREE
n Porch Unplugged-2586  3rd 
Avenue-7 p.m.- FREE
n This Ain’t No Disco! Featuring 
DJ Streamline/Blood Ghost (Final 
Show)-V Club-10 p.m.-$3
Friday
n The Tom Mcgees/Red Audio-V 
Club-10 p.m.-$5
Saturday
n Grown Ass Folks-V Club-10 
p.m.-$3
n C&S Railroad Quartet-Black 
Sheep Burrito and Brews-FREE
n Pebo Bryson-Harris Riverfront 
Park-Picnic with the Pops
Sunday
n Music and Mason Jars Open Mic 
hosted by Eric Wilson-Blacksheep 
Burrito and Brews-9 p.m.-FREE
Monday
n Ladies 80’s and all that-V Club- 
10 p.m.- $5
Wednesday
n Pullman Square Farmers 
Market-7 a.m.-2 p.m.
n Corrosion of Conformity/ 
Prong/ Horseburner/Sangoma-V 
Club-8 p.m.-$18-$20
n Thirsty Ear Open Mic Night-V 
Club-8 p.m.-FREE
Calendar of Events for 7/19-25
Bryson
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THE CONSTITUTION 
OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA
Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; 
or abridging the freedom 
of speech, or of the press; 
or the right of the people to 
peaceably assemble; and to 
petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances.
The Parthenon, Marshall 
University’s student 
newspaper, is published by 
students Mondays through 
Fridays during the regular 
semesters, and weekly 
Thursdays during the 
summer. The editorial staff 
is responsible for news and 
editorial content.
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The First 
Amendment
STAFF
About us
n Campus Environment                  
n Athletics           
n Location                             
n Facilities                   
n The Squirrels
ONLINE POLLS
Visit us at marshallparthenon.com to let us know what you think.
The following are the results from last week’s poll question: 
“What is your favorite thing about Marshall?”
What is your favorite 
summer music festival?
n Cochella
n All Good  
n Lollapalooza
n Warped Tour
n Bonnaroo 
Results will be posted in next 
week’s edition of  The Parthenon.
- 25% - 2 Votes           
- 25% - 2 votes
- 0% - 0 votes
- 0% - 0 votes
- 50% - 4 votes
Some growing up in rural 
West Virginia had opportu-
nities to witness firsthand 
the reality of  having to live 
life on the Food Stamp Pro-
gram. Having to rely on 
the government for food 
assistance can be sad but 
it does, however, a second 
chance at life to people 
in bad situations such as 
those laid off  from their 
jobs. It should be seen as 
just that, a second chance, 
not a way of  life. 
This program is put in place 
so hard-working Americans 
can receive some assistance 
while stuck in hard times – it is 
NOT for lazy men and women 
who sit at home and view it as 
their lifestyle choice. 
The federal government 
spent an astounding $75.7 
billion on the Food Stamp 
program last year, which is 
double what it spent four 
years ago. So much for the 
feds wanting to reduce the 
deficit! It shouldn’t be a 
question – this Food Stamp 
program needs reform and 
the budget needs to be re-
duced significantly. 
The Food Stamp Program, 
administered by the U.S. De-
partment of  Agriculture is 
actually proud of  the fact 
that they are distributing 
more free meals and food 
stamps than ever before.
This is hysterical because 
if  you were to go to the zoo, 
there are signs that read, 
“Please Do Not Feed the 
Animals.” They tell you this 
because they do not want 
the animals to grow depen-
dent on handouts. Why is 
the federal government es-
sentially giving handouts 
to those who don’t deserve 
it and/or who are unwilling 
to learn how to take care of  
themselves?
The Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program 
has recently been in the 
crosshairs of  the United 
States House of  Repre-
sentatives. A new bill is 
currently in the House that 
would include the largest 
reduction in food stamps 
for the poor since 1996. In 
addition, there will be new 
rules for eligibility that 
would reduce enrollment by 
5 percent, trimming $16.5 
billion over 10 years. Let’s 
hope this passes because we 
simply can’t continue wast-
ing money on those who 
won’t even attempt to pick 
themselves up – thus using 
the money only for those 
who take federal aid as the 
temporary help it is meant 
to be.  
More than 46 million peo-
ple received food stamps 
in the latest count. That is 
one in seven Americans. 
The House Committee on 
Agriculture approved a ver-
sion of  the bill earlier this 
month. If  approved by the 
full House, 3 million peo-
ple could lose benefits and 
300,000 children could be 
knocked out of  the free and 
reduced-price school lunch 
program. No one wants chil-
dren to go hungry, but it is 
high time their parents take 
control of  their lives and do 
their part in making sure 
their children are fed, not 
relying on others to do it for 
them. 
It is about time that 
something gets done with 
the Food Stamp Program. 
Americans need to start 
taking care of  themselves 
rather than having to look 
to the government for a 
handout. Government aid 
is a wonderful, needed 
thing in this country and 
any other, but those who 
abuse it and those who al-
low it to be abused, make 
the aid a burden instead of  
the great, helpful programs 
they should be. 
Welfare system a temporary crutch, not a lifestyle
EDITORIAL 
Column
By Oliver Wenner
Harvard Political Review, 
Harvard U. via UWIRE
The Arab Spring and the 
ongoing conflict in Syria have 
prompted discussions of  
authority, democracy and legit-
imate governance. The many 
proponents of democratiza-
tion appeal to human rights 
as established in international 
law to further their cause. That 
is, given that international law 
affords every person certain 
inalienable rights, such as free-
dom of speech and conscience, 
any regime that infringes upon 
these rights can be legitimately 
overthrown. Indeed, Syria’s 
commitment to the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 
— whose preamble suggests 
that a government forfeits its 
legitimacy if it violates its com-
mitment to the Declaration 
— appears hypocritical given 
the regime’s assault on civilian 
targets. However, there is also 
a profound risk in adopting 
the rhetoric of human rights 
when opposing authority: hu-
man rights may equally well 
lend justification to a complete 
rejection of all authority, even 
liberal democracy.
Since the inception of  the 
United Nations and the sub-
sequent ratification of  the 
UN Charter, these inviolable 
rights were de jure estab-
lished, at least to the greatest 
possible extent under interna-
tional law. The current notion 
of  human rights has much of  
its historical origin in natural 
rights, with philosopher John 
Locke as an early proponent 
of  the latter. Natural rights, 
however, differ slightly from 
human rights. Whereas the 
former holds true regardless 
of  convention or particular 
legal frameworks, human 
rights are established by law. 
Yet the current notion of  hu-
man rights in some sense 
purports to transcend law, 
and it is held as a universal 
truth that is merely given 
further protection by interna-
tional law.
British philosopher Ed-
mund Burke responded to 
Locke’s argument for natu-
ral rights. I believe that his 
response can shed light 
on the dangers of  human 
rights in political contexts. 
In his treatise, Reflections 
on the Revolution in France, 
Burke explicates his fear of  
the violent consequences of  
revolutionary change on the 
fabric of  society. The upris-
ing in Syria shares some 
important characteristics 
with the French Revolution: 
not only the irrevocable na-
ture of  the revolutions and 
the clashes of  the ideologi-
cal extremes, but also the 
shared appeal to inherent 
rights to justify rebellion.
According to Burke, when 
rights are invoked in a rev-
olution they can be used 
against every conceivable 
form of  authority, and they 
constitute grounds for un-
limited claims on liberty. 
Burke writes, “in propor-
tion to how [natural rights] 
are metaphysically true, 
they are ethically and mor-
ally false.” This argument 
applies to human rights as 
well: regardless of  the meta-
physical status of  human 
rights, dangerous conse-
quences may result from 
invoking such rights in a 
political context due to their 
inherent disposition to jus-
tify extremism. It may be 
objected: do human rights 
justify this extremism?
In one way, human rights 
certainly do provide such a 
justification, as these rights 
do not necessarily lead to 
any specific form of  govern-
ment. The rhetoric of  human 
rights advocates can be used 
to make any form of  govern-
ment appear dictatorial. By 
appealing to the notion of  
right to liberty from article 
three of  the Universal Dec-
laration of  Human Rights, 
one could argue that even 
the most benevolent form of  
liberal democracy is impos-
ing unjust restraints on the 
individual’s right to liberty.
What the future has in 
store for the Syrian upris-
ings is quite difficult to 
predict. Much of  the dis-
course on the uprising relies 
on principled stances, such 
as the impermissibility of  
violating human rights and 
the subsequent justification 
to resist authority. The qual-
ification may simply be an 
acknowledgment of  the two 
discrete natures of  human 
rights and natural rights. 
Nevertheless, without such 
a qualification the Burkean 
worry of  unlimited claims 
to liberty and an indiscrimi-
nate rejection of  all forms of  
authority might materialize.
Reflections on the revolution in Syria
By Gabriel Stoffa
IOWA STATE DAILY,  
IOWA STATE U. VIA UWIRE
Why, oh why, oh why are 
important votes by gov-
ernment representatives 
allowed to go through due 
to ridiculous loopholes in 
procedure?
In North Carolina, frack-
ing — injecting fluid into 
cracks in rocks to further 
open them in order to allow 
more oil and gas to flow out 
—just became a reality be-
cause of  a mistake.
State Rep. Becky Carney 
for North Carolina was 
the deciding 72nd vote for 
a bill setting out the rules 
for fracking by pushing the 
incorrect button and could 
be heard on the House floor 
saying as she did: “Oh, 
my God — it won’t let me 
change my vote,” accord-
ing to a story on ABCNews.
com.
Ignore whether fracking 
is “good” or not, and look 
at this only as an argu-
ment of  intention. Carney 
had voted against the bill 
before, and based on her 
words, we can assume she 
was still against the bill. So 
why could she not change 
her vote as long as it was 
reasonably demonstrated 
to be a mistake?
North Carolina state law 
says lawmakers can change 
their vote if  they make a 
mistake only if  the vote 
does not change the result.
What the hell? What is 
the point? Where is the 
fail safe? Even Internet 
websites and computer 
programs have a backup 
measure asking if  you want 
to proceed. Why don’t gov-
ernment officials have said 
fail safes, being as how they 
are making decisions far 
more important than if  you 
want to delete a file or in-
stall a program?
How many other deci-
sions have been voted for 
or against because of  ri-
diculous rules laid out that 
allow for mistakes or lack 
of  information to define 
citizens’ futures?
Some state lawmakers 
in Tennessee often cast 
more than one vote on leg-
islation by using the votes 
of  absent representatives 
around them, a process 
known as ghost voting, ac-
cording to a NewsChannel 
5 investigation.
When asked about ghost 
voting, State Rep. Dale 
Ford, R-Jonesborough, for 
Tennessee said: “No, this is 
neither illegal or immoral. 
There’s nothing wrong 
with it. It’s done all of  the 
time.”
Done all the time. Be-
tween no fail safes and 
letting others cast votes 
for those not present, why 
the hell do we have elected 
representatives?
Why not just let Internet 
users click “like” for bills 
and whatnot as they do 
when voting 100 times a day 
for the best football mas-
cot? It isn’t as if  folks vote 
for their representatives 
with the understanding 
that those people are decid-
ing important things.
But then, how often are 
representatives actually 
informed enough to be 
making decisions that we 
the people would ap-
prove of, decisions that 
are shaping our and future 
generations’ lives? A fair 
number of  representatives 
have said they were un-
familiar with most of  the 
content for Obamacare.
Representatives fre-
quently have assistance 
because their schedules are 
busy and they have a lot to do, 
but it is a little frightening to 
understand that sometimes 
the representatives we have 
put our trust in don’t know 
what is going on or are not 
allowed to make corrections 
to obvious errors.
Maybe it is a desire for a 
government that is working 
in our best interests with 
informed decisions, maybe 
it is just myself  and others 
being naive enough to think 
government representa-
tives are worthy of  holding 
their office, but these in-
stances that crop up more 
and more often in small 
news stories disgust me.
Look for yourself. Find 
out how screwed up our 
government is, and if  you 
are are annoyed as I am, 
consider doing more than 
being a passive voter, and 
try to instigate change.
Column
How  ridiculous  is 
the U.S. government?
Kane was close when he 
said second to last in defen-
sive field goal percentage, as 
the Herd finished dead last 
in the conference, allowing 
teams to shoot 45.1 percent 
from the field.
Herrion said this summer 
is about setting a foundation 
for the type of  defense he 
wants to see his team play.
“Especially with our young 
guys, just getting the termi-
nology, our footwork and 
positioning,” Herrion said. 
“That’s what we really want 
to accomplish these next 
few weeks. We’ve got to be a 
more committed defensive 
team. As good as a rebound-
ing team as we were, I was 
really disappointed over-
all when I looked back and 
watched some of  the tape 
from last year, we regressed 
as a defensive group and 
that’s got to be corrected. 
That’s why it was addressed 
immediately.”
While defense has been the 
primary focus for Marshall 
two weeks into the summer 
practice sessions, the of-
fensive skill workouts are 
playing just as important of  
a role.
“Huge because we’ve got 
guys who have to continue to 
develop their skill level and 
keep working at it,” Herrion 
said. “We spend a lot of  time 
on fundamentals, skill work 
shooting, ball handling and a 
lot of  different things.”
“The skills are the most 
important part,” Spikes 
said. “You have to learn the 
skills before you can actually 
play the game, cause if  you 
don’t know those little things 
you get in the game and just 
play dysfunctional.”
The Herd will conclude its 
summer practice sessions 
Aug. 9.
Adam Rogers can be 
contacted at rogers112@
marshall.edu.
Like Kidd, Maumbe also wants 
to work with kids one day.
“I want to go to medical school 
to be a pediatrician,” Maumbe 
said. “I just love being with kids 
and I feel that being in this pro-
gram will help me reach that 
goal. I am having so much fun 
here. I’ve met a lot of  new people. 
I am usually shy, but I’ve gained a 
lot of  confidence.”
While Maumbe’s ambition of  
being a pediatrician is to be ad-
mired, it is perhaps her choice of  
university that really shows just 
how ambitious this 14-year-old is. 
“I want to go to Princeton Uni-
versity,” Maumbe said as if  it 
was already set in stone. “There’s 
just something about the school I 
like and I know they have a good 
medical school.”
The smiles and laughs that 
never stop while these kids are 
doing all the various activities 
offered through the camp are an 
indication of  the interest they all 
have in science said Cartwright. 
He said he feels so blessed to be a 
part of  a program that gives kids 
an opportunity to see they aren’t 
alone in their love of  science.
“For many of  these kids it’s 
the first time they’ve left home,” 
Cartwright said. “I especially 
think of  the kids who come from 
low-income families who may 
not have friends and family that 
support their passions. Here they 
get the chance to be surrounded 
by their peers who are interested 
in the same things, who have the 
same goals and that kind of  expe-
rience simply can’t be beat.”
Cartwright said he is look-
ing to propose future camps be 
two weeks longs to accommo-
date two groups of  students. He 
said over 50 students were left 
on the waiting list this year and 
he would love for all those inter-
ested to have the opportunity to 
participate. 
For more information on HSTA 
and its various programs, go to 
http://wv-hsta.org.
Shane Arrington can be con-
tacted at arrington16@marshall.
edu.
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physical activity can help 
benefit society larger than 
just professional sports and 
college sports,” Schenewark 
said.  “So he was looking for 
a program to help his class, 
came across this program, 
thought it would be nice to 
institute here, and asked if  
I would like to join in help-
ing out. It’s an area were we 
can show our students what 
they can do effects a larger 
part of  society.”
The cost of  the camp is 
$100, although a number 
of  local businesses and 
organizations, including 
Huntington Cycle and Sport 
and The Optimist Club of  
Huntington donated money 
for scholarships. 
The camp ends Friday, 
and although it is the only 
camp for the year, Sche-
newark is optimistic about 
the return of  the camp next 
year. 
“The number of  students 
we had this year basically 
doubled over last year, and 
it would be something we’d 
like to continue and keep 
going.”
The program is always 
looking for volunteers, and 
those interested can con-
tact the department of  
kinesiology. 
Tyler Kes can be reached 
at kes@live.marshall.edu.
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The Thundering Herd began 
its five-week summer 
practice session last week 
and will continue until Aug. 
9. Marshall is allowed a total 
of two hours a week to work 
with players and has split 
those hours by having two 
thirty-minute skill sessions 
on Mondays and Thursdays 
and hour-long practice 
sessions on Tuesday.
FILE PHOTO
High school students from 
various areas of the Mountain 
State  participate in the 2012 
Fun With Science Health 
Science  and Technology 
Academy (HSTA) Summer 
Institute on Marshall’s campus.
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Campers in the Lose 
the Training Wheels 
summer camp use 
bikes with specially 
designed wheels until 
they feel comfortable 
using two-wheeled 
bikes. The bicycles 
used in the Lose 
the Training Wheels 
program were created 
by Dr. Richard E. 
Klein, when he 
worked at the the 
University of Illinois. 
The first camp was 
held in 1999, after he 
retired.
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